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The meeting between the two men had been brought
about by Basil Montague in the summer of 1829.
They found themselves kindred spirits on the sub-
ject of the artistic treatment of books, and a friend-
ship sprang up between them, that ceased only
with Pickering's death in 1854, and was productive
of some of the most beautiful books that had ever
come from an English press. Mr. Arthur Warren
in his book, The Charles Whittinghams, Printers
(1896), tells us : c The two men met frequently
for consultation, and whenever the bookseller
visited the press, which he often did, there were
brave experiments toward. The printer would
produce something new in title-pages, or in
colour work, or ornament, and the bookseller
would propound some new venture in the re-
production of an ancient volume. . . . They made
it a point, moreover, to pass their Sundays
together, either at the printer's house or at Picker-
ing's/

In the artistic production of books they were ably
assisted by Whittingham's eldest daughter Char-
lotte, and Mary Byfield. The former designed the
blocks, many of which were copied from the best
French and Italian work of the sixteenth century,
and the latter engraved them.

Among the notable books produced by these
means were the Aldine Poets, editions of Milton,
Bacon, Isaak Walton's Compute Angler, the works
of George Peele, reprints of Caxton's books, and